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CHAPTER 3 
 

THE END TIMES 
 

 
the vision is yet for the appointed time;  

it hurries toward the goal and it will not fail.  

Though it delays, wait for it; for it will certainly come.  

It will not delay long (Habakkuk 2:3). 

 

The church age? 
 
If last days are well aired across Scripture, the specific term ‘end 
time’ is noticeable by its absence. And so we must be cautious in 
using the term – and possibly be careful to explain precisely what we 
mean when we do use it. The first significant use of the term “end” is 
where God tells Noah that He will make an end to prediluvian1 
Mankind (Genesis 6:13). That was a previous era to ours and plainly 
does not refer to things that still lie in our future. Yet the flood does 
remind us that in God’s economy there are times and seasons and 
that God does periodically ‘re-set’ the clock as new eras are entered 
into, by ending definitively the preceding era. 
 
It is in the book of Daniel, which plainly does deal with end-time 
issues, that we encounter this specific term (i.e. Daniel 12:4). We 
shall not try to unravel the difficulties of Daniel, Zechariah, and 
Ezekiel here, nor how they “mesh” with themes developed in the book 
of Revelation. In this chapter we simply try to clarify the distinction 
between last days, and end times. Many modern translations of the 
Bible, where their editors introduce section headings within passages, 
will head-up Daniel chapter 12 as ‘a prophecy of the end times’. 
Chapter 12 plainly speaks of a time when God’s judgment is 
executed across this planet. But immediately having given this 
glimpse into the future, Daniel is told that the meaning of the 
prophecy is to be ‘sealed’ until the end. No wonder, then, that the 
‘church’ has struggled to understand Daniel and other matters 
pertaining to the End over the past nineteen hundred years! God has 
made it obscure until the End (or near to the end). Our question 

 
1 before the flood of Genesis chapters 6 to 8 
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today, as in every previous era, remains ‘how close are we to the 
end?’ It is suggested that there are strong grounds for assuming that, 
today, we are in the “final approach” phase – to borrow an 
aeronautical term – that we are within sight of the end. In this 
assumption we are far from alone, may Christians have reached a 
similar conclusion. Your author is not, however, dogmatic about this 
matter, but merely confirms here that this is his considered view for 
reasons broadly expressed throughout this book. 
 
In Revelation chapters 21 and 22 at the very end of our Bible, Jesus 
describes Himself as the beginning and the end (Rev 21:16 and 
22:13). In our previous chapter of this book, we noted that the 
purpose of Jesus is set out in the very first word of the Bible – 
beresheit – literally in English “in-beginning”. And of course Jesus is 
at the very end of Revelation too. Everything in the Bible is about the 
Lord Jesus – or more correctly Yeshua ha Massiasch – Jesus the 
Messiah in English. Jesus is ‘hidden in plain sight’ in the first word of 
the Bible. He is the last word of the Bible, and arguably He is 
everything else in-between. 
 
Yeshua Himself spoke about the end of “this age” (Matthew 13: 40, 
49). Embedded within Jesus’ teaching is the idea that there will be an 
end, following which we shall all be held accountable. So Yeshua 
speaks in Matthew chapters 24 and 25 plainly and directly about 
signs that the End is drawing near. And in Matthew 28: 20 we have 
His wonderful promise that He will be with us all, at all times, “to the 
very end of the age”. 
 
We shall look shortly at Yeshua’s direct teaching about the end times. 
Right now we reflect once again on the question what is “the age” of 
which Jesus speaks in Matthew 28: 20? What is the age that shall 
have an “end”? There are a number of helpful ways of answering this 
question. Some will say simply that this age is “the church age”. In 
one sense this is correct, but in another, it is somewhat questionable! 
Some say that the ‘church’ was born at Pentecost2 as the Holy Spirit 
was then outpoured upon all Believers in God’s new and liberal way. 
It is certainly helpful to think of our present era from this perspective 

 
2 That is, the New Testament church. In the LXX the Old Testament assembly (or congregation) is 

frequently rendered as ‘church’ – a helpful perspective, we think. 
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except that this manner of thinking has the unintended, and subtle, 
consequence that we move progressively into the reality of 
‘churchianity’ and of the church as a human institution – and even as 
a societal ‘estate’ alongside the King and the Law. These are 
problematic outcomes! For a moment, however, let us persist with 
this idea of the church age and glean from it what is helpful. 
 
In my book “The Messiah Pattern” I developed the theme of the 
“rhythm” of our Christian worshipful year through the Hebrew biblical 
feasts, each of which speaks indirectly about the life, mission and 
ministry of Jesus – themes that are ‘hidden in plain sight’. There are 
in fact seven biblical feasts. In Christological terms three lie in our 
past, three lie in our future and one is our present-day situation. The 
diagrams below illustrate this visually. 
 

 
 
 
In the above diagram we see the seven ‘feasts’ with their ancient title 
and their present Christological significance. These ‘feasts’ are, in 
order, and using the plain English functional names of Passover, 
Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Latter First Fruits (perhaps better 
described by its Hebrew name Shavuot), Trumpets, Atonement and 
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Tabernacles. We will not over-burden this book with what must be a 
separate study3, but suffice to say that these biblical feasts 
(collectively moedim, and singularly moed) represent prophetically 
the life, mission, ministry, death, resurrection and future triumph of 
the Lord Yeshua. Seen schematically, as above, they impress in our 
mind’s eye God’s over-arching plan at its simplest. 
 
Recognising that of these seven moed events, three lie in the past, 
three yet in the future and one is our time today, so we can with a 
degree of legitimacy refer to this present era as the church age 
(which must, in its own turn, come to an end). Re-casting the 
schematic somewhat we can depict the eras from our present 
perspective in this way: 

 
 
The first three events lie in the past. The fourth is our present 
situation today. The period of Latter First Fruits (Shavuot/Pentecost), 
although celebrated in the late spring, persists throughout the hot 
summer months until the whole harvest is gathered in. For ‘the 
church’ today this is the era of preaching the gospel and extending 
the Kingdom until Christ returns, at the end of the age. 
 

 
3 The Messiah Pattern is published by Christian Publications International (CPI). At time of writing this 

book it is also freely available as a PDF on the CPI website. 
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We should not get side-tracked into too many separate themes, but 
we do need gently to challenge the idea that we should think of our 
present era as “the church age”. Whilst in one sense the idea is 
helpful as a ‘short-hand’ way of thinking about God’s purposes, in 
another it is actually damaging and counter-productive. Firstly, there 
is the inconvenient fact that strictly speaking, the word ‘church’ is not 
found in our Bibles, nor are people called into ‘the church’. Jesus 
preached the good news, not of the ‘church’ but of the Kingdom!  Our 
task is to draw people into God’s Kingdom, not into ‘the church’. We 
shall not attempt to resolve this awkward question here. But we will 
allow an interesting glossary term from the One New Man Bible 
(ONMB) to reveal the contours of this debate: 
 

Congregation is the appropriate translation of the Greek word Ekklesia, which means a 

group of people who have gathered for some particular purpose. Although often translated 

church, no Greek word meaning ‘church’ is used in the Greek New Testament. Another 

Greek word sometimes translated ‘church’, in James 2:2, is Sunagoga, now written 

synagogue in English. Sunagoga means a gathering of people or an assembly. Church is 

not an appropriate translation of either word because that in our minds refers to an 

organization or to a building, while both Greek words, Ekklesia and Sunagoga, refer to 

people. The people are far more important than the organization or the building! Therefore 

in this translation Ekklesia is always translated congregation, and Sunagoga is translated 

synagogue or public gathering. Ekklesia is also used in the Septuagint, the Greek translation 

of the Hebrew Scriptures, where it is translated congregation. Since the authors of the Bible 

did not use a word for ‘church’, the word ‘church’ does not appear in the Scripture of this 

ONMB volume. 

 
The editor of the ONMB makes a helpful and serious point. Some 
Christians indeed avoid the word ‘church’ for this very reason. 
‘Congregation’ or ‘assembly’ are arguably better terms to use as they 
avoid the World’s popular assumption that ‘the church’ is a hierarchy, 
an institution and a power structure comprising clergy and laity (or 
should that be clergy versus laity?). This is not a ‘model’ that Jesus 
would recognize. In reality ‘the church’ is all those who assemble 
before God to worship Him and to declare their allegiance to Him. So 
we are God’s assembly of those called-out from this world and into 
His Kingdom. This calling out is so radical, that Jesus reminds us we 
are to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven and not here on 
earth. Friendship with this world is enmity towards God (James 4: 4), 
which implies we are to see ourselves principally in God’s Kingdom 
and locate our true citizenship there, not here. Rather than being 
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citizens here, we are ambassadors here of God’s Kingdom ( 2 
Corinthians 5: 20). 
 
These ideas mean we should be cautious – in fact very cautious – in 
using the term ‘church’. Ideally we should use the term ‘congregation’ 
or even ‘assembly’ as these better describe who we are and how we 
relate to our Saviour. Furthermore, the idea of a congregation (that is, 
those who congregate) implies the congruent idea that Christians are 
ambassadors, here, and part of our role as ambassadors is 
proactively to assemble before our King, to worship Him and to 
underscore (in the eyes of this World) our primary allegiance to Him.  
 

A surfeit of prophets? 
 
There are four biblical books that give deep insight into the end time. 
These are Daniel, Zechariah and Ezekiel from the Tanach, and 
Revelation from the New Testament. In our next chapter we shall 
explore a little the interconnectedness of these prophetic messages, 
but for now will simply note that each raises aspects of the end time, 
and it is profitable to keep in view all four (together with other 
scriptures) as we try to reach conclusions about what these Spirit-
inspired revelations are telling us today. As we approach the Bible, 
particularly the Tanach, it can seem a daunting exercise particularly 
as we encounter prophet after prophet, who collectively seem to be 
delivering similar messages about Israel’s serial sin followed 
inevitably by God’s judgment. These can, in our minds, all blur 
confusingly into one ….. 
 
It is helpful to bear in mind the broad sweep of biblical history and 
how individual biblical prophets (and some narratives) reflect that big 
picture. In brief, Israel was granted its Promised Land by God, but it 
was told that living there in peace and security would be wholly 
dependent on their obeying the terms of the Covenant (the Abraham 
Covenant, later renewed and extended in the time of Moses). 
Disobey, and there would be consequences …. In Israel’s history 
there have been three great exiles from the Promised Land, pursuant 
to Israel’s serial rebellions against God’s core commands. The first 
when ‘Israel’ (the ten tribes to the North of the Promised Land) was 
defeated and captured by Assyria, and taken into exile. These ten 
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tribes never returned and are often referred to as the ‘lost tribes of 
Israel’. The second was essentially the same cause and outcome 
when ‘Judah’ was captured by Babylon. From this second exile there 
was a return of a ‘remnant’. The third was the far more prolonged 
exile4 from the lands (that were by then mere backwater provinces in 
the Roman Empire), imposed by the Romans after Israel’s rebellion 
culminating in AD70 as Jerusalem was sacked by Rome. Christians 
understand that God’s intention was always that the Promised Land 
would ultimately be restored, and that this prophetic truth took on 
practical shape in May 1948 when the State of Israel was (re)born. 5 
 
That is the big picture. But from the viewpoint of non-expert Bible 
readers the interplay between these events is not easy to follow. (In 
fact the third exile (diaspora) at the hand of Rome was indirectly 
prophesied but not stated as such in the canon of New Testament 
Scripture, which essentially closes with that first Christian generation 
and the gospel beginning to go global, before AD70). It is hoped that 
the schematic below may help our comprehension. It reminds us 
there were two exiles recorded in The Tanach, the first to Assyria and 
the second to Babylon. Our schematic shows that, associated with 
each national disaster, there were a number of key prophets. In the 
case of the second, Babylonian, exile there were prophets preceding 
the disaster, warning of impending doom, those who lived through it 
as contemporaries and those who came after the trauma, helping to 
clear up the mess: 
 
 

 
4 Technically, the diaspora 
5 This view generally is disputed by Liberal Christians i.e. those that do not hold to the inerrancy nor 

literalness of Scripture. They see the return of Israel as an historical aberration .... 
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Two Exiles ......

Assyria 722 B.C.

Babylon 
587 B.C.

Isaiah
Hosea

Zephania (pre)
Obadiah (pre)
Jeremiah (pre)

Ezra (contemporary)
Haggai (contemporary)
Zechariah (contemporary)
Daniel (contemporary)
Ezekiel (contemporary)
Esther (contemporary)

Joel (post)
Nehemiah (post)

 
 
Both exiles in Bible times were hugely traumatic for the nation of 
Israel, albeit the country was by then a divided nation, not under one 
ruler. The second exile was the more traumatic, however, as it had 
been preceded 135 years earlier by the Assyrian invasion from which 
southern Judah should have learned the necessary spiritual lesson. 
Far from it, Judah was arguably even more rebellious than northern 
Israel had been. The three prophets who hold our attention right now 
are Daniel, Zechariah and Ezekiel. Each was a contemporary of the 
exile and directly impacted at a personal level. Whilst they prophesied 
to their own generation, both Jews and non-Jews have long held that 
their prophecies have both a near-term and a long-term future 
implication and resonance. Accordingly they remain deeply 
interesting to us, today. These prophecies have an eschatological 
echo which we shall explore in the next chapter. 
 

At the end ….. 
 
Scripture teaches that at the end of time Messiah Jesus will return in 
personal, bodily form (Acts 1:11). We do not know precisely when this 
will occur. Accordingly, some people will be taken by surprise and so 
will be caught out like the man who fails to anticipate that his own 
house will be burgled (Luke 12: 39-40). Jesus taught about end-time 
events in some detail in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, and the 
consequent need for believers to be alert, faithful and involved in 
practical witnessing.  



Last Days & End Times – Making the Connection version 01 – Chapter 3  

 

9 
Copyright – Christian Publications International 2022 

 

 
In the broad area of eschatology there are a number of themes. We 
have just referred to Messiah’s second coming, but associated with 
this are the realities of resurrection of the dead and of judgment. 
Heaven and Hell represent the final states. There will be a time of the 
rule of Christ in this world, a period often called The Millennium. Prior 
to Messiah’s return there will be a period of unprecedented trouble 
(often called The Great Tribulation) when Christians and Jews should 
anticipate active persecution reminiscent of persecutions of the past, 
yet on a more widespread, global, scale. There is debate and 
sometimes controversy about the precise details, timing and ordering 
of all this. Sometimes this controversy causes friction – and even 
outright schism – between Christians who really ought to know better! 
Your author simply accepts the view set out by J.E. Church (Joe 
Church) in his 1933 book “Every Man A Bible Student”6 where he 
sets out some of the broad themes revealed in Scripture but counsels 
against dogmatism, as we simply do not know the full ins- and outs- 
of all this! The prophet Daniel was told that the whole meaning of 
what had been revealed to him as a prophet would be “sealed” away 
until the End Time (Daniel 8:26). This implies that towards the end of 
the present age there will be an unsealing of prophecy, so we should 
expect that, at the right time, there will be broad consensus amongst 
believing Christians on what is happening in the world. As always, our 
legitimate question remains today, as in every generation past, “how 
close are we to the end?” Each past generation has sought reverently 
to weigh these things, but there has been added impetus since the 
recreation of the State of Israel in 1948. 
 
Why did Jesus give us clear teaching and warning? Why is there so 
much in Scripture on the Last Days and the End Time? The answer, 
surely, is that properly understood and applied, eschatology has a 
powerful positive significance for believers in the here and now! It is 
to be a source of comfort (1 Thessalonians 4: 18), of encouragement 
(1 Corinthians 15: 58), of challenge to watchfulness and faithful 
service, and the assurance of reward (Matthew 25: 14-30). Because 
our time is limited, Believers are to use faithfully the witnessing 

 
6 A revised, updated and expanded version of Joe Church’s book is now available under the CPI imprint 

and titled “The Bible Student”.  His updated and expanded study on “The Second Coming” is incorporated 

as Chapter 7 to this book. In fact the updated book is freely available as individual PDF studies for 

download from the CPI website. It continues to be a valuable resource. 
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opportunities that are ours. Because of the certainty of our Lord’s 
return, we are to be filled with hope and courage. 
 

The Day of the Lord 
 
This is a term used by Old Testament prophets, as early as Amos in 
the eighth century BC, to tell of a time when God will intervene in 
history, principally for the purpose of judgment. So “the day of the 
Lord” is also called the day of the Lord’s anger in Zephaniah 2:2 
(KJV). Use of this term in the Old Testament is not one hundred per 
cent consistent, but generally it speaks of that future judgment, such 
as in Joel 3:14-21 and Malachi 4:5. Sometimes prophecy of a near-
term event is merged with the future end time, the immediate 
judgment being a preview (or ‘type’) of the still to come end-time Day 
of the Lord. Isaiah 13:5-10, and Joel 1:15 - 2:11 are examples. When 
used in the New Testament, ‘Day of the Lord’ always means the end 
time. 
 
The final Day of the Lord is characterized as a day of judgment, 
darkness and gloom with a darkening of the sun, moon and stars 
(Isaiah 13-10; Joel 2:31; Matthew 24:29; Revelation 6:12). Nations 
will be judged for their rebellion against God’s people and King. Israel 
is told not to be eager for that Day as she also will suffer judgment 
(Amos 5:18-20). Yet a “remnant” will be saved by looking toward the 
Messiah they once rejected (Joel 2:32; Zechariah 12:10). Many 
Christians see present day events leading towards this scenario. 
 
In the New Testament the corollary terms day of our Messiah Jesus 
(1 Corinthians 1:8), day of the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 5:5 ; and 2 
Corinthians 1:14) and day of Messiah (Philippians 1-10 and 2-16)  are 
more personal and positive, pointing towards final events related to 
true Believers who will escape the wrath of God (1 Thessalonians 
5:9). When that day comes, the earth will be renewed and purified 
through fire (2 Peter 3:10-13). In Revelation the final purging seems 
to come after the 1,000-year reign of Messiah Jesus (Revelation 
21:1). 
 
At this point we should note in general terms the diversity of 
understandings (opinions) of these events under the general heading 
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of eschatology. Our focus in this must be on the views of those who 
hold the Bible to be the ‘ultimate source of appeal’ in matters of faith 
and doctrine, and we prudently avoid the ever-fluid ‘beliefs’ of those 
church people of a ‘liberal’ (i.e. non- Bible- believing) persuasion. 
They appear to have little of value to add, in terms of understanding; 
rather the opposite, they can be a source of confusion. 
 
Yet even evangelical scholars differ in their understandings about the 
beginning point of “the Day of the Lord” in relation to other events that 
are prophesied in Scripture. Three evangelical views have a degree 
of prevalence in this twenty-first century. They suggest variously that 
the day of the Lord will commence: (1) at the beginning of the seven 
year period prior to Messiah Jesus coming to earth, when a “man of 
lawlessness” will be revealed and make a covenant with Israel (2 
Thessalonians 2:3 and cf Daniel 9:27); or (2) following an 
“abomination of desolation” in which the “man of lawlessness”  will 
pose as God (Matthew 24:15 KJV; 2 Thessalonians 2:4) at the middle 
of this seven year period; or (3) later in the seven year period at the 
outpouring of God’s wrath (Revelation 16: 1). There are associated 
differences of opinion about whether or not “the church” is present or 
absent during these crucial events. 
 
Finally, as regards the future Day of the Lord as prophesied in 
Scripture, we should note four associated themes that recur. These 
are somewhat mysterious to Christians and possibly speak both 
literally and metaphorically (at the same time?). We need to hold 
these themes in tension with each other as we try to decipher the 
future: (1) biblical passages citing phenomenal celestial signs of that 
Day (Isaiah 13:10; Joel 2:31 and 3:15; Matthew 24:29; Revelation 
6:12); (2) the sequence of judgments that focus on seals, trumpets 
and bowls in the book of Revelation; (3) the interrelation of the wrath 
revealed in Revelation 6:16 to a series of “seal” judgments; and (4) 
the appearance of the man of lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. 
On account of these complexities some Christians are prone to argue 
bitterly. Surely they are foolish in this. Whilst sufficient has been 
revealed that we need to know from Scripture, yet we presently must 
perceive these things as through a glass darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12, 
to borrow a phrase from the apostle Paul, somewhat out of its correct 
context!). In other words it is not easy to understand and it is not 
meant to be. Your author is certain, as a commentator on all this, that 
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at the right time (still in the future) many of these things will become 
abundantly plain to true Believers. But not, of course, to unbelievers 
…. 
 
 
 




