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CHAPTER 2 
 

THE LAST DAYS 
 
 

the anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has performed  

and carried out the purposes of His heart. In the last days you will clearly 

understand it (Jeremiah 23:20 and 30:24). 

 
 

Last and End 
 
As suggested in the previous chapter Christians have, at various 
times down through history, rightly and logically asked the rhetorical 
yet highly practical question, “are we now living in the final days?” In 
each era, as appalling circumstances have so often conspired, and 
as these circumstances seem to have “matched” to greater or lesser 
extent the ‘signs’ that Jesus in particular spoke of, so it has been 
necessary to ask ourselves, just how close are we to the end –
specifically, how close are we to the bodily return of Messiah Jesus to 
this world? 
 
In later pages we will explore what the return of Jesus may mean in 
and to this world, noting that there are varying and competing 
‘understandings’ of this matter amongst Christians, some of which are 
mutually exclusive in outcome. For now, we restrict our investigation 
to understanding two key ideas – there are “last days” and there are 
“end times”, but are they the same? Confusion about these two 
simple ideas has lain at the heart of the development of varying 
schools of “theology” which are themselves wide of the mark in terms 
of what the Bible straightforwardly teaches.  
 
No wonder that confusion reigns, and angst and argument are the 
two ‘un-love children’ of such competing ideas. It really does not have 
to be so complex! What Jesus gave us in His teaching, and what God 
has given us through His Word, inspired by His Spirit, is fully 
comprehensible to ordinary faithful people. That is not to say that 
these things are necessarily ‘easy’, yet the Scriptures were given for 
ordinary people and written in the common language of the ordinary 
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man and woman. So we must assume that these truths are for the 
many and not the reserve of the ‘few’ who may see themselves 
somehow as ‘specialists’, as theologians or as ‘clergy’. God speaks 
plainly to all people ….. 
 
‘Last days’ is a term used in many places in Scripture to describe the 
final phase of this world in its present guise. In The Tanach the last 
days are anticipated as the age of Messianic fulfillment (Isaiah 2:2 ; 
Micah 4:1). The New Testament writers understand themselves to be 
living in the Last Days, which they see as the era of the gospel, the 
good news of Jesus. We would comment, in passing, that 
“Dipensationalists” understand the world to exist in seven distinct 
timeframes (or “dispensations”). In their view the present era is the 
“Christian” dispensation, or the church age. As authors we consider 
that the ideas of Dispensationalism, whilst a useful framework of 
understanding, are not ultimately biblical in the sense they are not 
clearly and unequivocally taught by Scripture. Dispensationalism, 
then, is not in the same category of understanding as, for example, 
the Resurrection of Jesus. We would argue that Dispensationalism is 
the product of a largely eisegetical1 hermeneutic, not an exegetical2 
hermeneutic. 
 
As this point some readers may be discombobulated by the sudden 
appearance of ‘technical’ theological terms. Having just written that 
what God has graciously given is straightforward to understand (at 
least in principle) we are immediately apologizing for introducing 
some complex ideas! A person’s over-arching hermeneutic3, then, will 
govern the way that they approach Scripture. Your author believes 
that an exegetical hermeneutic is the safest and surest way to 
engage with the Scriptures, and believes un-abashedly, it is the way 
that God principally intends His Word to be understood. So we must 
attempt first to read out of Scripture what the biblical writer evidently 
intends to express, and only dig deeper or more speculatively where 

 
1 Reading into to Scripture what you expect, or want, to find. Making the text “fit” the theory? [ eis = into ] 
2 Reading out of Scripture what is plainly taught and exploring its ancient and contemporary implications, 

thus allowing the text to speak plainly. [ ex = out of ] 
3 Theory and methodology of interpretation, especially the interpretation of biblical texts. Note that God 

gave ordinary people straightforward texts, by and large. We are not so much called to “interpret” texts, as 

to live by what the Bible plainly teaches. Yet a certain degree of interpretation will be necessary, especially 

for the more challenging passages and where “types” and “shadows” are being used within the text. 
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the text or the context clearly suggest that other signals for 
interpretation are being given. 
 
Our first line of defence here must be to state that Dispensationalism, 
in its complexity and in its normative forms, is not clearly taught in 
Scripture. So whatever complexity (and confusion) that may have 
arisen via this route4, it is not the fault of the Bible! Nor by extension, 
if we may say this reverently, is it the fault of the Holy Spirit, either. 
Ultimately it is the fault of ‘theologians’, howsoever that term may be 
understood. Having stated clearly that we are not Dispensationalists, 
your authors will add for clarity we are not hostile to the concepts 
encapsulated within this ‘theology’. We repeat that Dispensational 
ideas can provide a useful framework to describe God’s purposes, 
but the key language and concepts employed by Dispensationalists 
are very often extra-Scriptural (not in the Bible!). The late David 
Pawson, in his book “Defending Christian Zionism”, provides a helpful 
brief outline of the origins of Dispensationalism. We recommend his 
chapter 1 in this regard. Pawson’s book is a useful resource at many 
levels (see further reading section) and helps to set out in simple 
terms why many Christians understand Israel to have a distinct and 
continuing purpose throughout the last days, and indeed in the end 
time. But this understanding in no way depends upon 
Dispensationalism (Pawson was not a Dispensationalist). 
 
Whilst rejecting Dispensationalism’s seven separate periods as being 
the only, or primary, way to understand God’s over-arching purposes, 
yet we acknowledge the concept of a church age, being that period 
from the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost until the return of 
Christ to this world. Author Peter Sammons explored this in his earlier 
book “The Messiah Pattern” (2018) where he used the schematic 
below to illustrate, conceptually, a model that is useful and 
defendable by direct reference to Scripture:  
 
 

 
4 There are indeed many other routes to confusion! 
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In the schematic above we see illustrated in time-order the seven 
Biblical feasts of Leviticus chapter 23 and how they prefigure the 
work of Messiah Jesus – these feasts are in fact shadows5 of the 
Messiah. In ‘Christological’ terms, the first three of these feasts have 
occurred and lie in the past, the fourth is happening now, and the final 
three lie in the future. On this basis we can represent our current era 
as “the church age”6 in this way: 
 

 

 
5 Author Simon Pease is progressively developing teaching material on the types and shadows of Messiah. 

These types and shadows are a wonderful affirmation of the interconnectedness of Scripture and the 

dependability of God’s out-working purposes. Types and shadows give us confidence, not confusion . See 

further reading section at the back of this book. 
6 We do of course recognise there are some serious objections to this term ‘church age’. However at this 

point we are opting for straightforwardness and simply depicting these ideas in ‘broad brush strokes’. We 

hope readers will appreciate the necessity for this. Readers are, of course, encouraged to study the Biblical 

feasts as a separate, but linked, theme to this book and its focus on The Last Days. Peter Sammons’ earlier 

book will be found to be a useful starting point for separate reflection. 
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As we are about to discover, the present era (or the church age) can 
also be understood to be ‘the last days’. 
 

In these last days 
 
The apostle Peter explained that the events of the day of Pentecost 
(rendered as Latter First Fruits in our schematic above) are the 
fulfilment of Joel 2:28 – “this is what was spoken by the prophet 
Joel: And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”(Acts 2:16-17). The author of the 
letter to the Hebrews states that God “spoke of old to our fathers 
by the prophets; but in these last days He has spoken to us by 
His Son” (Hebrews 1: 1-2). The last days, then, are days of gospel 
blessing in which the gift of Life, procured for all people by Jesus 
through His perfect life, sacrificial death, resurrection and glorification, 
is freely available throughout the world. There is literally no reason 
why any person should live life in ignorance of Jesus. These last days 
are, therefore, the days of opportunity for unbelievers to repent and 
turn to God. By the same token they are the days when the believer 
must be proclaiming the gospel message throughout the world. That 
is our primary task, or our prime directive, to use a modern term. 
 
It should also be observed that the last days are a period of testing 
for the disciples of Jesus (that is, for true Christians). We are called to 
faithful perseverance in the face of hostility and contempt displayed 
by the ungodly. The apostle Paul warned Timothy that “in the last 
days will come times of stress” (2 Timothy 3:1). Peter similarly 
warned that “scoffers will come in the last days” (2 Peter 3:3). The 
short letter of Jude states: “remember, beloved, the predictions of 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said to you “in the 
last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions”” (Jude 18). 
 
The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (1988 volume 3, page 1310) 
reminds us:  
 

“for those who persist in their ungodliness, indeed, these are 
literally their last days. However prosperous they may appear to 
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be at present, there is no glorious future for them. “You have 
laid up treasures for the last days”, James ironically warns 
those who are intent on amassing for themselves earthly riches 
(James 5:3). So also our Lord gave the solemn warning that “a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions”, calling that person a fool who lays up treasures 
for himself, but who is not rich towards God (Luke 12: 15-21)”.  

 
The Baker Encyclopedia might have added that Jesus also tells us to 
store up for ourselves treasures in heaven (Matthew 6: 19-21). Given 
that the days in which we presently live are the last days rather than 
the penultimate days, we might add that this understanding of God’s 
outworking of the last days (which is emphasised in both the Old 
Testament and the New) rather undermines any ‘theology’ of 
universalism7. If the unrepentant can be “saved” beyond these last 
days, then surely the Bible would have called these days in which we 
presently live the ‘penultimate days’, so indicating a further and future 
‘opportunity’ to get right with God? But no, our era is definitively the 
last days. 
 
Jude 18 furthermore highlights that the idea of the last days is also 
conveyed by other similar terms such as the “last time”. This is 
illustrated in 1 Peter 1:20 where we read that Messiah Jesus was 
“destined before the foundation of the world but was made 
manifest at the end of the times”, which is generally understood to 
be in the final stages of the history of Mankind in this world. The 
plural “last days” gives the impression of a period of some duration – 
elsewhere Jesus Himself spoke of a land-owner who goes away for a 
long period of time (Luke 20: 9 – the parable of the vineyard owner). 
The correctness of this impression of an extended period is 
underscored by the reality that it has now been nearly 2000 years 
since the ascension of Messiah Jesus, Who has left His Spirit to 
indwell us in the absence of His physical proximity here with us. 
 
In every generation the end of this (final) age is always imminent, and 
so John describes this time as “the last hour” (1 John 2:18). Down 
through each era of history there have been many apparent “signs” of 
which Jesus warned, and there have certainly been many antichrist 

 
7 A belief that all are saved for eternity 
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figures in many places in this world, whom have seemed (at least 
locally) to “fit” the evil genius of that figure whom the Bible tells us is 
yet to come at the End Time. On that basis, the struggle of Christians 
to understand in each era current political and societal affairs (and 
their spiritual ‘drivers’) has been entirely rational, but in each case 
hitherto has tried to understand these things with one significant 
piece of the ‘spiritual jigsaw puzzle’ missing. That missing piece has 
always been Israel (see chapter 4 for more on this). Whilst some 
scoffers deride previous generations for their fixation on the idea of 
‘the End Time’ and their sometimes spectacular errors in ‘prophecy’, 
as authors we do not condemn previous generations for their 
wrestling with this question, but we repeat that previous generations 
have struggled to understand with clarity because of their lack of 
insight into God’s purposes in and around Israel. These purposes 
were arguably thrown into sharp relief in May 1948, at least for those 
with spiritual eyes to see. 
 
The apostle John states: “many antichrists have come, therefore 
we know this is the last hour” (1 John 2:18). We repeat, the end of 
these last days (a key focus of our thesis in this book) is always at 
imminent hand for each generation. One day that time will emerge in 
reality for a particular generation and, because of this, there is a need 
for constant vigilance, which Jesus specifically commanded and for 
which He commended His followers. Furthermore, Jesus stated that 
that we do not know the day or the hour (but note carefully, He did 
not leave this question entirely in the shadows) when He will return, 
and so we are to be ready for His return at all times (Matthew 
chapters 24 and 25 unveil Jesus’ instructions in this regard). 
 

End 
 
Whilst the concept of The Last Days is encountered throughout The 
Tanach and the New Testament, the concept of the end is also found, 
but with lower frequency. For readers with a reasonably detailed Bible 
Concordance, a word-search on the word ‘end’ will quickly and easily 
yield valuable insights. For the moment we will concentrate our 
thoughts on just four Bible references. In doing so we do not want to 
be found guilty of the cardinal sin of taking a verse out of context to 
‘prove’ a point! These four are merely illustrative, and we expect to 
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re-engage with each later in this book in a more thorough way. For 
the time being, however: 
 
a) Daniel 12:9 – go your way Daniel because the words are 
closed up and sealed until the time of the end ..... 
The book of Daniel deals extensively with the concept of the very 
end. In the verse above, we simply note two things: (1) there will be 
an end and (2) that certain key questions will be “sealed” away from 
our full understanding until the end. It is to be expected, then, that at 
the end there will be a widespread outpouring of Holy Spirit to enable 
us to fully comprehend many mysteries that have baffled previous 
generations of believers. God in His wisdom will reserve special 
understanding for that final generation. 
 
b) Rev 21:6 and 22:13 – I Am the alpha and omega, the beginning 
and the end ....  
Here we encounter the simple fact that Jesus is the beginning as well 
as the end. More and more Christians are becoming aware of, and 
are rightly excited by, the fact that Jesus is found on every page of 
the Bible. Hebrew scholars point out that in the very first word of the 
bible = beresheit (literally, in-beginning, a single word in Old 
Testament Hebrew) the mission and accomplishment of Jesus is 
encoded, like spiritual DNA. [Literally in the picture language of 
Hebrew, and letter by letter, this spells out from right to left Son-God-
Destroyed-Own Hand-Cross.] This matter of the opening words of the 
Bible and how they speak of Jesus must await a separate book 
(which we are sure will come!) but it is fascinating that in these latter 
days – and we use that term advisedly – ordinary Christians are 
rediscovering wonderful truths that have lain buried (by ‘theology’?!) 
for nigh on twenty centuries. Are we seeing Daniel 12:9 being 
worked-out in our own generation? Readers must make up their own 
minds ..... 
 
But in the light of the first word of the Bible (above) we can say with 
absolute assurance that Jesus is both the beginning and the end. So 
the end for the believer is ...... Jesus. Incidentally, in Isaiah 44:6 God 
has already affirmed that He is the first and the last. So this is another 
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affirmation of the deity of Messiah Jesus8. Let us remind ourselves 
what is the last word of the Bible ........ Readers can check this for 
themselves if they do not already know! 
 
c) Matthew 24:6, Mark 13-7, Luke 21-9 – “such things must happen 
but the end is still to come” 
Jesus taught about the very end, plainly with the intention that His 
followers will read, mark, learn, inwardly digest and live by these 
truths. If Jesus has given us this information (and He has) then it is 
for our blessings and it is needful for us. But in Jesus’ statement, 
captured by three of the four gospel writers, the Lord affirms there will 
be an end which will terminate these last days. That is the simple 
lesson we want to impart here. 
 
d) 1 Peter 4:7 – “the end of all things is near” 
This first letter of Peter is addressed to God’s elect (1 Peter 1:1), that 
is, to everyone who is a true follower of Jesus and is saved by Him. 
We might say, Peter’s letter has your name on it if you are a disciple 
of Jesus. Peter’s choice of those words “the end” indicates that he 
sees that Jesus’ return is imminent, an idea we explored earlier in this 
chapter. Peter simply underscores the point. 
 

The last day 
 
At this point we hope readers are gaining some purchase on the idea 
that the last days are the days of the New Covenant. This again is a 
huge subject and awaits its own separate book! If the era of the New 
Covenant is simultaneously the era of the church, or the church age, 
then our task now is simply to make a clear and ‘operational’ 
distinction between the last days (that shall be finally terminated by 
the end time) and the end time. ‘End time’ is hardly used in Scripture, 
but the concept is clearly there and the remainder of this book seeks 
to explore it in terms of the interconnectedness of Old and New 
Testament prophecy about this culmination of God’s purposes. 
 
The last days will be terminated by ….. the last day! The use of the 
term “day” in the singular reminds us of the New Testament concept 

 
8 A recent and powerful book exploring the deity of Jesus is David Lambourn’s “But is He God?”. See 

further reading section at the end of this book for details. 



Last Days & End Times – Making the Connection version 01 – Chapter 2  

10 
Copyright – Christian Publications International 2022 

 

of the “day of the Lord” which is used so often in The Tanach. In the 
Old Testament the day of the Lord is often presented as an awful day 
of final judgment against rebellious man – specifically, those who are 
unrepentant – but with the implication that it is simultaneously the day 
of salvation and vindication of God’s people (e.g. Isaiah 2:12-22; 
Ezekiel 13:5; Joel 1:15; 2: 1,11; Amos 5:18-24; Zephaniah 1:7, 14). 
 
The climax of history will be “the day of the Lord” which will occur 
suddenly (1 Thessalonians 5:2). This last of the last days will be the 
day of final judgment of those who have rejected the good news of 
Salvation through Jesus. As The Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, 
volume 3 reminds us9, it will simultaneously be the time of purification 
of this present ‘fallen’ world and the restoration of the created order, 
so that in the new heaven and the new earth all God’s purposes in 
creation are brought to fulfillment: “Then at the consummation of our 
redemption, at last fully conformed to our Redeemer’s likeness, we 
shall enter into the enjoyment of His eternal glory” says The Baker 
Encyclopedia. (See 1 John 3: 2; also Romans 8: 19-25; Revelation 
21: 1-8). 
 
Christians are reminded by the apostle Paul that on this last day, 
which he refers to simply as “that day”, the value of our building upon 
the one foundation (Messiah Jesus) will be fully revealed. What we 
have done with our lives will be known. It is helpful to note at this 
point that it is not the security of our Salvation in Messiah Jesus that 
is in any way “at stake” here; rather it is to assess the extent to which 
we can meet Jesus with joy and confidence, or bluntly with shame, at 
His coming (2 John 2:28). Each man’s work will become manifest as 
Paul asserts: “for the Day will disclose it …. if the work which any 
man has built on the foundations survives, he will receive a 
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, 
though he himself will be saved” (1 Corinthians 3: 13-15). This is a 
hugely important truth for us to engage with. 
 
We are indebted to The Baker Encyclopedia10 Volume 3 for these 
final thoughts which are summarized from its entry on the Last Days: 

 
9 Page 1311 
10 See further reading section at the end of this book 
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The Last Days are followed by the everlasting day of Messiah’s 
kingdom when God will be all in all (Philippians 3: 20-21; 1 
Corinthians 15: 28). The last day is also the day of triumph and 
resurrection, when Messiah has promised to raise up everyone who 
believes on Him (John 6: 39,40,44,54). The Last Days are like night 
compared with the glory that will be revealed at Messiah’s return, so 
that the end of these Last Days will also be the beginning of God’s 
unending day.  
 
So we have Paul’s encouragement to the believers in Rome: “It is 
full time now for you to awake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we first believed. The night is gone. The 
day is at hand. Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light” (Romans 13:11-12). The realization 
that we are in the Last Days and that the final day is approaching 
ought to have a powerful effect on the quality and intensity of our 
living in the here and now. “What sort of persons ought you to be 
in lives of holiness and godliness waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God?” Peter exclaims, adding that in the light 
of these last days we should be “zealous to be found in our Lord 
without spot or blemish, and at peace” (2 Peter 3: 11-14). 
 

Chapter Summary 
 
It is to be hoped that readers will now have more confidence in the 
clear distinction between The Last Days and The End Time. After the 
time of Jesus in His first incarnation everything changed – forever. He 
inaugurated what people now call the New Covenant (sometimes 
rendered in theological discourse, interestingly, as the renewed 
covenant, which your author considers to be a helpful perspective) 
and Jesus is now working in His harvesting season which will persist 
until His family is complete and He returns again, as bridegroom, to 
claim His bride. 
 
Where in the past confusion has reigned over when the end is to 
come, we suggest that part of the confusion is explained by our 
failure to understand that the last days have persisted since the 
ascension. Once this nuance is well understood, many references 
across Scripture take on a different hue. Furthermore the time of the 
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end is seen more distinctly and separately. At the risk of stating the 
obvious, the terms ‘Last Days’ and ‘End Times’ are used 
interchangeably amongst at least some Bible expositors, which tends 
towards mistaken expectations, if not outright confusion. 
 
In his letter to the Corinthian church, apostle Paul opens his tenth 
chapter with a clear ‘warning’ from Israel’s past, stating that Israel 
was punished by God directly for its rebellion against Him. This 
history, says Paul, serves as a warning to the disciples of Jesus too. 
In verse 11 Paul says: “these things happened to them as 
examples that were written down as warnings for us, on whom 
the fulfillment of the ages has come” (1 Corinthians 10: 11). Paul 
clearly sees the fulfillment as already here, so the next key task on 
God’s salvific agenda is the return of His Son Jesus as Lord in what 
many understand will be His ‘millennial rule’11. Whilst the term 
millennial rule is not specifically used in Scripture, nevertheless, this 
understanding is a reasonable exegesis of various texts. The 
fulfilment of the ages has come but the final outworking of this lies still 
in our future. 
 
Jesus has triumphed over sin and death. Salvation is available today 
for all who trust in Jesus’ achievement on the Cross. That is the 
‘fulfilment’ of the ages and marked the beginning of a final harvesting 
period. That harvesting shall persist until Jesus’ family is complete. 
 
Praise God indeed! 
 

 
11 See our chapter 13. 




