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CHAPTER 1 
 

TIMES AND SEASONS – GOD’S 
PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven  

is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom  

new treasures as well as old (Matthew 13: 52). 

 
 

Meta-narrative of Scripture 
 
Humans live within a time dimension, and God has given “times and 
seasons” for us as a part of His creation plan (Genesis 1: 14). To a 
human being, time is a problem – eventually it must run out – we are 
mortal! God operates outside our time-based limitations, but precisely 
how He does so is simply not for us to know. In a real sense, this is 
‘none of our business’. 
 
God has graciously set in train a plan of Salvation; this plan is the 
entire and ultimate purpose for Mankind. God is building a family of 
those who place their trust in the finished work of Jesus achieved on 
The Cross. That is a huge and sweeping statement to make and this 
book is simply not the place to fully justify it1. God’s Salvation plan is, 
however, the essential backdrop to the realty of times and seasons 
and indeed “last days” and “end times”. We cannot ignore that God 
has an over-arching plan if we are to fully understand this reality 
about “last days” and how these “last days” reflect the Salvation plan. 
 
As we first look at the 66 books that make up our canon of Scripture, 
we can sometimes be fazed at what seems to be the huge complexity 
of “the story”. Your author argues that this apparent complexity is 
rather over-stated, things are not as complex as they may at first 
appear. In many ways God’s Salvation plan is disarmingly simple. 

 
1 There are hundreds if not thousands of books, films, blogs and graphics that explore illustrate this fully. 

We would recommend “The Eternal Purpose of God” by Lance Lambert and “Shalom – God’s Master 

Plan” by Steve Maltz as helpful and readily available introductions. See also the “Further Reading” section 

at the back of this book. 
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The big story (meta-narrative) of the Bible is that God is building for 
Himself a family of those “called”. To do this He reveals Himself and 
His purposes directly to all people, everywhere, who have the 
opportunity to respond to Him. Those who respond positively are 
adopted into His family and will be with Him through eternity (when, 
incidentally, we shall be released from the earthly constraints of the 
time-dimension in which we presently live. Time is for now, it is not for 
later!). God has revealed Himself first through a People (the 
Hebrews, or “Jewish” people) and latterly through His Own Son, 
Yeshua (or ‘Jesus’ in English). God has revealed Himself in and 
through and throughout history. As is sometimes said, all history is 
ultimately His-Story. This meta-narrative contains lots of detail, 
numerous characters and many incidents, but they combine into a 
unified theme – the Salvation of all those who respond positively to 
God’s overture of love and reconciliation through His Son. 
 
Rejection of God’s overture of love carries a negative consequence – 
that is, conscious separation from Him. Rejection of God’s overture of 
love is not consequence-free (as some false teachers claim). When 
we live in rejection of God we are saying, in effect, that we think we 
ought to be “god” – or at least “god” over our own lives. In ultimately 
rejecting Him we finally and permanently get our wish and become a 
sort of “god”, but a “god” over nothing, in a place of eternal 
separation. Soul-death or soul-extinction is not what God’s Word 
reveals to us. Conscious separation from all that is good, noble, true 
and wholesome is what is prophesied for those who reject the most 
precious thing that God has ever given – His Own Son. 
 
The “last days” that God’s Word speaks of is the time when we have 
that opportunity to respond to God’s overture of love. We will explore 
this more in Chapter 2. 
 
God’s meta-narrative shows us, simply, that Mankind chose to rebel 
against God. God then put into effect His noble plan2 that He would 
‘redeem’ for Himself a chosen people, chosen and called out of this 
world and finding their security and purpose (“life”) in His Kingdom. It 

 
2 God’s ‘noble plan’ as we have described it was not His reaction to the Fall. It was His plan before time 

began. 
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is interesting to note that the “good news” that Jesus brought was not 
the good news that God loves you, nor was it the good news that you 
can be eternally forgiven for your sins. Nor was it, even, that Jesus is 
willing to die in your place as your substitute. No, the good news that 
Jesus brings is the good news of The Kingdom of Heaven: 
 
From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Matthew 4:17). (Also Mark 
1:15). In this Jesus was repeating what His cousin John (the baptist3) 
had already taught: 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For 
this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah..... (Matthew 
3: 1-3) 

The good news, then, is that The Kingdom - God’s Kingdom - is near, 
so near that we can reach out and grab hold of it. It was true in 
Biblical times. It is still true today. We ‘reach out and grab’ 
deliberately and with determination: Among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From 
the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven 
has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men4 lay hold of it 
(Matthew 11:11-13 (NIV)). 

Jesus is saying that to come fully into the Kingdom of Heaven 
requires deliberate, purposeful and determined action. Christians 
rightly understand this as meaning that - at a practical level - we 
receive Jesus as Lord and as Saviour, dedicating our ongoing lives to 
Him. This becomes a personal choice as we respond to the good 
news. So radical is the resulting change in our lives that Jesus 
describes it as being “born again”. 

God’s meta-narrative might be described as taking on a recognisable 
‘shape’. The spiritual history of Mankind is measured and recorded 
through a Nation – indeed through a Chosen People. That Nation is 
the yardstick (or plumb-line) against which all other Nations shall be 

 
3 Many will point out that ‘baptist’ might better be translated as ‘immerser’ 
4 ‘Men’ is gender-neutral. It obviously includes women as well. 
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measured. Strangely, this is a plumb-line against which you and I 
shall also be measured! 

From God’s perspective (and from ours?) the “history” of the world 
begins at the Creation, when God created all. The Creation will in due 
time be supplanted by a New Creation. Betwixt these two points lies 
“history” as we perceive it. We might describe the New Creation as 
being “the end of history”. We can plot the key twists and turns of our 
spiritual history in this way: 

The Promise ......

The Promise

fulfilled .......

 

God’s promise to all Mankind is revealed in, and wrapped up in, what 
people tend to call “The Old Testament”. The promise is finally 
worked-out or fulfilled in The New Testament5, as God builds for 
Himself a People for His Own possession. The schematic above 
depicts a journey, but one that has several key spiritual turning 
points6. Perhaps readers may find this a helpful way of contemplating 
God’s meta-narrative. Now we put some flesh on our schematic: 
 

 
5 Sometimes called “Old Witness” or The Tanach. 
6 In our schematic the twists and turns are depicted almost as a ribbon. That, in turn, reminds us of the idea 

of the so-called ‘scarlet thread of redemption’ that is said to run throughout Scripture, a seamless story with 

an interconnecting thread that is ‘scarlet’ as it anticipates the reality of the Saviour’s blood shed for His 

people ..... 
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The Promise ......

The Promise

fulfilled .......

Creation ......

New Creation ......  
 
The plan has a distinct beginning and end. So what happens in-
between? Our next schematic sets this out. A few points need to be 
made. Firstly this is not drawn to scale, in any way! Secondly it is 
your authors’ viewpoint and other commentators might “see” the 
twists and turns differently. Thirdly the supporting Biblical quotations 
are the authors’ choice; others might illustrate with different Bible 
portions. Our schematic is not meant to be definitive: 
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15. EXILE (3)

16. JESUS
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ADAM

ABRAHAM

( A “TYPE” OF THE KINGDOM?)

( KINGDOM LOST BEFORE IT WAS FOUND! )

17. SINLESS  SAVIOUR – DEATH CONQUERED

18.  SEAL OF A NEW COVENANT
19. NEW KINGDOM  INAUGURATED

20. ENLARGED COVENANT PEOPLE
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God Enlarges 
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In the above we can see that God enters into a Covenant, first with 
Abraham and later with the Hebrew people as a whole. A 
geographically defined Land is allocated to this People (for all time!7) 
but Israel loses possession of her Promised Land several times in her 
history, yet always with the promise of eventual restoration. 
 
In this chapter and in this book we are not going to explore all 21 
points in our schematic in detail, but at Appendix 5 interested readers 
will find suggested Bible passages that underscore this meta- 
narrative as we have depicted it. Looking briefly at the above we see 
that during the Roman occupation of Judaea (point 14) Jesus was 
born. His entry to this world as the long-awaited and long-promised 
Messiah was the final major “turning point” in history, when God 
became incarnate. Death entered our world (point 2 above) when 
Mankind first rebelled – and, strictly speaking, it was Adam who 
rebelled, not Eve! Death was finally defeated by the Resurrection at 
Firstfruits (point 17 above) and God’s new, expanded (or enlarged) 
Kingdom was inaugurated. Jesus will finally return to establish a 
combined new heaven and a new earth, thus ending history as we 
understand it – and, we would add, terminating the Last Days as we 
have defined it in this book. 
 

Times and Seasons 
 
In God’s plan there are distinct or discrete times. Some theologians 
refer to these times as they see them as ‘dispensations’. In turn, this 
leads on to something called dispensational theology. 
“Dispensationalism” as a theological construct is not a schema that 
this author holds to. Whilst I consider that dispensational theology 
can be a useful framework for understanding God’s over-arching 
purposes, and in that sense has a certain value, yet I do not see that 
this theology is clearly taught in Scripture itself 8. I argue that it is 
derived principally from eisegesis rather than from textual exegesis – 
that is from reading-into Scripture something that one may wish to 
find there, rather than reading-out of Scripture what is clearly 
revealed. 

 
7 Strictly speaking, for all time up until the creation of a New Heaven and a New Earth (Revelation 21). 
8 David Pawson in his helpful short book “Defending Christian Zionism”, includes an interesting brief 

section on the history and development of dispensational theory. The doctrine did not emerge as a “school” 

until the 1830s. 
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And yet ……. The idea that there are discrete periods wherein God 
works out a particular purpose is at least suggested by Scripture, and 
we have picked-up on that thought in our schematics above. So we 
must be reticent and gentle as we reject Dispensationalism at the 
very same time that we suggest viewing history in the sense of times 
and seasons. The key difference, perhaps, is that we do not proffer 
our schematic as set in ‘tablets of stone’ or as a ‘systematic theology’: 
rather ours is a simple framework to assist comprehension. Your 
author trusts that our Bible references (Appendix 5) tend to support 
and not undermine what we are suggesting. Readers can make up 
their own minds ….. 
 
Ecclesiastes chapter 3 certainly suggests that there are “times” within 
which certain things are right and proper and, dare we say it, 
justifiable. The Lord Jesus Himself spoke in terms of eras. He spoke 
of signs of the end and of things happening “in those days” and “at 
that time”. Jesus criticized the crowd for its inability to understand the 
season in which they were living, when the Son of God was with them 
in the flesh (Luke 12: 56a). Do we understand the season we are 
living in today, and will Jesus criticize us for our slowness to see, as it 
were, the writing on the wall?! In Luke chapter 22 Jesus spells out 
signs of the end of the present age, for which signs we are to keep 
open, figuratively, a weather eye – we are to look out for these signs 
actually happening. Jesus pointed towards the future, when all things 
will be put to rights (John 16:22-23). So Jesus also recognized times 
and seasons. 
 
Finally, in Jesus’ revelation of the future to the apostle John, whilst 
John was on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9), there are many 
allusions to the future age(s) of Mankind. Whether these are literal, 
metaphorical or given in strict chronological order (these things are 
widely debated), Revelation still gives the firm impression that there 
are discrete eras through which God works out His purposes.  
 
God’s perspective, if we may reverently state it thus, is that within the 
times that He has ordained, and of which He is in total control, He is 
working out a definite purpose. Jesus is, after all, the alpha and 
omega, the beginning and the end (Revelation 22:13). Furthermore 
God knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10) and He has 
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graciously revealed key elements of His secrets to the eyes of the 
believer. What is amazing, perhaps, is that God has not left us in the 
dark. Rather He has entrusted us with certain sacred truths, in which 
we are to place our trust. We do not fear the future because we know 
Who holds the future. Let us conclude this chapter with a short 
portion from Isaiah 46: 

Remember this and be brave; 
take it to heart, you transgressors! 
Remember what happened long ago, 
for I am God, and there is no other. 
I am God, and no one is like me. 
I declare the end from the beginning, 
and from long ago what is not yet done, 
saying: my plan will take place, 
and I will do all my will. 
I call a bird of prey from the east, 
a man for my purpose from a far country. 
Yes, I have spoken; so I will also bring it about. 
I have planned it; I will also do it. 
Listen to me, you hardhearted, 
far removed from justice: 
I am bringing my justice near; 
it is not far away, 
and my salvation will not delay. 
I will put salvation in Zion, 
my splendour in Israel. 

Praise the Lord, indeed! 




