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LAST DAYS & END TIMES 
 

* MAKING THE CONNECTION * 
 

 
Foreword 

 
 
 

gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you 

in days to come (Genesis 49:1). 

 
 
 

Being Aware 
 
Jesus told His disciples to be aware of the times in which they are 
living, and to be ready for the end of the age. Matthew chapter 24 is 
the key passage in this regard, but signposts pointing towards the 
end of the age are peppered throughout Scripture. This is indeed a 
persistent theme in the Bible. True disciples are to be ready. For 
those outside the Kingdom the end will come “as a thief in the night”; 
in other words, they will be unprepared and so unready. But it will be 
different for the true Disciple of Christ. 
 
Each generation has wondered whether theirs was the final 
generation, and often with very good reason. Wars, disease and 
famine – often in combination – have frequently seemed to ‘fit’ the 
signs of which Jesus warned. Furthermore, the world’s broad and 
often egregious rejection of its Creator God, accompanied by stiff-
necked pride and appalling sin manifested in so many ways, and so 
very often coinciding with persecution, war, famine, pestilence and 
moral decay, has left believers in each generation asking “is this the 
time?”, “is this the rebellious generation that will bring upon itself final 
judgment?” And “are we now seeing the signs?” 
 
Peter Sammons’ mother, who lived through the London Blitz, told him 
that she wondered whether Hitler was the Antichrist and the 
European war the beginning of the great tribulation. Earlier 
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generations wondered precisely the same of Napoleon Bonaparte 
and the horrors he unleashed. Each generation has had its own evil 
genius who acted in an ‘antichrist’ manner. Of course the early post-
apostolic church wondered precisely the same about Emperors Nero 
and Diocletian and it seems in New Testament Scriptures that there 
was a palpable sense that the end would transpire within the lifetimes 
of their writers. 
 
We must note, embarrassingly, that each generation since the time of 
Jesus the Messiah has had its ‘prophets’ who boldly proclaimed a 
particular time, set of circumstances and sometimes even date upon 
which ‘the end’ would come, only to be serially disappointed – but 
seldom abashed! Unsurprisingly the world at large has looked with 
derision upon prophecies of the end and concluded that the semi-
permanent cry of “wolf” amongst religious people means that it is all 
bunkum, and best avoided. They forget too easily that the devil has a 
powerful incentive in raising up false prophets to discredit the clear 
and unmistakable message that one day the end WILL come and we 
all need to be prepared ……. 
 
In this book we argue that one reason for the serial misunderstanding 
of the time of the end has been the institutional church’s1 divorce (we 
think this is not too strong a word) from the Hebraic root of the 
Christian faith, which led to a repeated inability to accurately “read the 
signs” of the times. Without understanding of God’s ongoing 
purposes for Israel (and indeed actively working against His ancient 
people) the “church” has too often misread the signs. Viewed through 
the lens of God’s ongoing purposes for this ancient people group, the 
signs are easier to decipher. 
 
Are we in this book about to unveil a date, a time, and the perfect 
answer to the legitimate question – when will the end come? The 
answer is assuredly ‘no’, we will not. But we do argue that Jesus 
gave us very clear instructions of which we are to be aware and upon 
which we are to focus our attention and ultimately to take action when 
the time is right. 
 

 
1 The “church” in its various institutional forms does not always coincide with God’s purposes and 

revelation. 
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A second outcome of the ‘divorce’ of the institutional church from its 
Hebraic root has been its inability to distinguish properly between the 
last days and the end time. In this book we seek to shine light on this 
subject and enable readers to get this clearer in their own minds. 
 
Had our Lord Jesus stated plainly “I shall return in 1,000, or 2,000 or 
2,200 years” then it seems likely that the Christian faith would have 
died as soon as He had uttered such words. Each succeeding 
generation would have considered, in effect, that the Lord’s return 
was nowhere near and so “we can live life as we see fit” - or, “eat, 
drink and be merry, for the Lord is not coming any time soon!” Such a 
disclosure would have been immediately and profoundly self-
defeating. Furthermore, Jesus did drop a very broad hint that His 
return will be long delayed (that is, long delayed by our reckoning, as 
God operates outside of the dimension of time as we understand it). 
We are thinking here of Matthew 24:48 – but read the passage from 
verse 42 to 51 to get the context. 
 

The Bible 
 
How does your author view the Bible? As a writer I use the Bible as 
my primary resource in understanding God’s revealed purposes, so I 
need to make clear my precise understanding of the 66 books that 
God has graciously given to Mankind as canon. I believe quite simply 
that God has made His purposes known, with clarity, in the Word that 
He has given. That does not mean that His Word is always easy to 
understand and apply, but it does mean that the diligent seeker after 
truth will find what he or she needs in the pages of Scripture. 
Ultimately our ability to understand what is given through the Bible is 
dependent on our relationship (or lack of relationship) with the 
wonderful Holy Spirit who inspired its words and who enables and 
assists us to understand. 
 
I have written elsewhere about the Bible itself, and this book is not 
the place to revisit such questions. If readers have difficulties with the 
Bible as the revealed Word of God then they may, and are 
encouraged to do so, pursue their own enquiries with the Bible itself, 
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and with other able writers2. Right now the simple assertion is made 
that you can depend on what God has provided, and the Bible tells us 
everything we need to know – not necessarily all we might want to 
know! – concerning God, His relationship with humans and His 
ultimate purposes. 
 

Who might read this book? 
 
Most people have some interest in the future, if only for purely self-
centred reasons. On that basis much of the subject matter of this 
book will have a degree of broad interest and relevance. The book is 
written, first and foremost for those disciples who love Jesus as Lord 
and as Saviour, who trust Him for their future and would like to better 
heed Jesus’ warning to be ready for what lies ahead. Jesus said “my 
sheep listen to my voice” (John 10: 27). The sheep of any flock 
come to know the authentic voice of their shepherd. They will listen 
out for and follow that voice, which leads them to sustenance and to 
safety. They will be rightly suspicious of other voices. They will 
search diligently for what Jesus has said about the future. 
 
Jesus warned about ‘hired hands’ – shepherds who were only 
working for a wage and who will abandon the sheep (John 10:12) 
when it seems convenient for them to do so. We would be foolish to 
assume that these are just throw-away lines from our Lord; He spoke 
them for a reason. Christians are only to follow the authentic voice – 
we are only to follow the true voice. This is not to suggest that 
Christians will be monotone, template cut-outs, all looking the same, 
thinking the same and doing the same things. That is emphatically 
not what Jesus is looking for. But there comes a time when declared 
beliefs depart so markedly from revealed truth that they become a 
non-authentic expression of Christianity. Jesus told us to be prepared 
for our future. Your author trusts that, in some small way, this book 
may help Believers to be prepared for that future and properly to 
understand and interpret the times in which we live today.  
 

 
2 We would add, and with various online video material such as the valuable work of David Pawson and 

Mike Winger. In addition, the graphics of the bite-sized episodes provided by The Bible Project, are really 

helpful mechanisms to help bring alive the Bible to a generation less comfortable with dense text. 
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Disciples (Believers) who want to understand the times in which we 
are living today and will face tomorrow, are those for whom this book 
has primarily been written, with the prayer that it will help them to 
make sense of what is true, what is false and to make their own 
dispositions accordingly. 
 
Others may read this book: those who are avowedly ‘liberal’ in biblical 
‘interpretation’ may pick it up, if only to find ways to counter it. If you 
are one of those liberal readers, then you are more than welcome. 
We would suggest, though, that the challenge for you personally is 
not to adhere to, or agree with, what your author may be saying, or 
what any other author may say, but rather to try with honesty and 
integrity to listen to the authentic voice of Jesus. He was known in the 
time of His earthly ministry as “Master” and is now known as Lord and 
as God (John 20: 28). As a liberal, are you really prepared to listen to 
Him? And where He pronounces with clarity and directness, are you 
prepared to obey? 
 
Some on the fringes of Christian belief, such as Mormons and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses3, may also be intrigued by what is explored in 
this study, comparing it to what their own ‘sacred writings’ profess. 
Finally those who belong to ‘the religions’ might stumble across this 
book and sense that Jesus may be able to speak into their own 
situation. The future is as real and as relevant to those of the 
religions as to anyone else. If you are of non-Christian religious 
persuasion, then again you are especially welcome to consider what 
is being explored in this book, as it reveals the future of all human-
kind, not ‘just’ the future of Christians. 
 
It is most unlikely that atheists will read this book, unless again they 
are seeking ammunition to fire back at Believers. If you are an atheist 
or an agnostic then you have two options – put down the book now 
and find another way to spend your next few evenings, or read on in 
the hope that you will get at least two worthwhile benefits: 1. you will 
better understand the teaching of Jesus about the future and 2. you 
may acquire a better appreciation of normative biblical Christianity, 
especially as it concerns the time of the end. That could just be of 

 
3 In fact we might say their beliefs are not even “fringe”; rather they are extra-Christian beliefs. That is, 

they run on beyond normative Christian belief and into new areas.  
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help to you – if you are genuinely confident of your atheist views, then 
why not read on? 
 

Pigeon-hole 
 
Your author 4 rejects in large part the varying 5 ‘theologies’ about the 
end time and the future. For the past 200 years differing ‘theologies’ 
have emerged that have been held by their adherents to represent a 
finality or a totality in terms of God’s revelation and its correct 
interpretation. The adherents of such ‘theologies’ have often seemed 
more concerned to promote their own sectarian views rather than 
properly to understand and represent Jesus’ on-going purposes and 
His clear directives about the future. 
 
Not only does your author reject these various theologies, he largely 
rejects also their terminology and nomenclature. If then you, as a 
reader, were hoping that this book will support what may be your own 
‘pet’ theology then you are likely to be disappointed – at least in that 
regard. We would, however, encourage you to persist with this book. 
At the least you will hopefully see from a different viewpoint what 
Jesus has said, and we trust (and pray) that you will be blessed anew 
as you do so. At best this book should help you clarify in your own 
mind what Jesus has said. 
 
So this book resists being pigeon-holed into a particular category of 
theological ‘understanding’ or ‘hermeneutic’. Rather, we seek to go 
back to Scripture to see what God has clearly set out, and also where 
God in His infinite wisdom has been reticent in the revealing that He 
provides. We repeat, God provides enough, neither too much nor too 
little, for us to prepare for, and to meet, what lies ahead. 
 
Finally it must be said that there is also a question of timeliness: God 
has made it plain that some questions will be left until the end before 
they are fully clarified. In this we have in our mind, particularly, that 

 
4 This book is the result, in part, of informal discussions between a number of Christians over the period 

2020-22. In the text of this book your author occasionally but deliberately uses the formulation “we” rather 

than “I” in expressing firm conclusions and opinions. This reflects areas where a number of other Believers 

have reached similar conclusions. It is not a “royal we”! Most of the views expressed and conclusions 

reached are by no means unique to this author. 
5 and supposedly ‘systematic’ theologies 
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passage from the prophet Jeremiah in its rather neat paraphrase in 
the Good News Bible: “In days to come His people will understand 
this clearly” (Jeremiah 23:20 and 30:24). At the very end, it seems, 
certain parts of the theological jigsaw will fall finally into place; until 
then we must trust where we cannot trace. The verse quoted above, 
we should add, is taken from chapter 23 in the context of false 
prophecy, where God is telling Jeremiah – and through him, the 
people of Israel – not to listen to false prophets. From verse 9 and 
again from verse 16, the clear instruction is to pay no attention to 
lying prophets. Although the whole chapter 23 of Jeremiah is alluding 
to a future return of the children of Israel from “all the countries” 
where God has banished them, in verse 20 the context will only be 
finally understood “in days to come”. 
 
In Jeremiah chapter 30 and verse 24, God is making a similar 
assertion. Israel will be restored (as it would be after the second, 
Babylonian, exile; and indeed also arguably after the third global 
dispersion pursuant to the Roman war culminating in AD70, which 
saw Israel leave the family of nations until May 1948) following its 
time of tribulation, but only after God’s anger has been assuaged 
when He finally accomplishes the purposes of His heart. Then, and 
only then, in these “days to come” will we “understand this”. 
 
The pressing question right now is, quite simply, are we rapidly 
approaching those “days to come” in our today? Hopefully this book 
will provide confidence as we seek to address that crucial question. 
As we explore this, inevitably there will be associated or ancillary 
issues and questions. Whilst they are all relevant and vitally 
important, they are out of scope of this book. Essentially we hope to 
do justice to the issues on the left of our schematic below, but we will 
not address the questions on the right. We are sure readers will 
understand and agree that we must set clear parameters on this 
study: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Last Days 
* End-Time 

prophecy of Ezekiel 
& Daniel 

* Words of Jesus 
* Second Coming 
* Day of the Lord 

* Revelation 

RELATED BUT BROADLY 
OUT OF SCOPE FOR 
THIS BOOK 
 
* Last Judgment 
* Bema seat 
* Wrath of God 
* Heaven / Hell 
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NOTE ON TEXT USAGE AND CONVENTIONS APPLIED 

 
Readers will be helped by a short note on the choices your author 
has made regarding the capitalization (or not) of terms used.  
 
We aim for, and hope we have achieved, a broad consistency in this 
book. Since the Bible does not capitalize “last days” nor “end time” 
we avoid doing so, especially where we are quoting directly from the 
Scriptures. Where, however, we are speaking of that period in the 
world’s history that is in the biblical sense the “last days”, and as we 
have defined this in chapter 2, so we generally capitalize this as “Last 
Days”, especially where in the context this usage helps to draw out 
this truth. In so doing readers thoughts are directed towards the truth 
that the last days is a well-worn biblical concept, and we argue in 
chapter 2 that this defined period in God’s purposes will be “ended” at 
a point of His sovereign choosing. 
 
The Bible nowhere speaks of “end times” (plural), yet it does speak of 
“the time of the end”. The concept is obvious in a generic, even in a 
logical, sense. There must eventually be a time of an ‘end’ to this 
world preceding the creation of a new heaven and a new earth. Yet it 
is the end of this present age to which Scripture draws our attention, 
and the concept is first deployed in Daniel 8:17. Of interest, the 
editors of the old 1984 New International Version of the Bible, when 
incorporating an editor’s heading atop Daniel chapter 12, use the 
capitalized term “The End Times”. It is also true that many Christians 
speak almost incessantly about ‘the end times’ but with no clear 
definition of what they mean. This book, of course, aims to help clarify 
the matter. The end time really devolves down to a period 
immediately preceding Messiah Jesus’ return to this world, a period 
otherwise characterized as a great tribulation, or as the late David 
Pawson used to say, “the big trouble”. Generally speaking, where we 
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refer to that time and where the context makes it useful, we capitalize 
it as “the End Time”. But we do so sparingly. 
 
As regards the “big trouble”, where it helps to emphasize this truth, 
we capitalize as “Great Tribulation” or simply the Tribulation. 

Gospel is capitalized when used as a specific reference to any or all 
of the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Gospel in this 
book is lowercase when used as a general term meaning "good 
news", for example, “the gospel as presented in the New Testament,” 
or “Paul took the gospel to the Romans”. 

Occasionally we use the term ‘Believer’ in preference to ‘Christian’ (a 
term that has a considerable array of potential meanings). Where we 
do so we generally capitalize it as “Believer”. A Believer is someone 
who has believed “on” Jesus (in the sense of Acts 16:31) and 
received Him as Lord and as Saviour. 

As salvation of the eternal soul (from condemnation and to eternal 
“tabernacling” (living) with God) is God’s primary project for this 
world, it is not merely a “condition” of the soul, rather it is a statement 
of the eternal status of the true Believer. On that basis it is a ‘proper 
noun’ in our thinking, and so where suitable, it is capitalized as 
Salvation.  

We use the term ekklesia in some places in preference to ‘church’. 
We may also use the word ‘assembly’ in the same preference. But 
these words we do not capitalize. Similarly the word ‘church’ is 
generally not capitalized. 

Antichrist is capitalized where it is referring to the individual (or 
person) that the Bible otherwise refers to as “the man of lawlessness” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:3). David Pawson used to make the relevant 
comment that the term ‘antichrist’ can equally be rendered as ‘instead 
of Christ’. Any religion or belief system that elevates a person or a 
belief over and above Christ is in reality and practice ‘instead of’ 
Christ. So, for example, the popular western adoptee religion of 
Buddhism is very determinedly ‘instead of Christ’. As an antichrist 
religion, however, it does not require capitalization. All religions that 
decline to acknowledge Jesus as Lord – and that includes the 
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‘religions’ normatively known as Communism, Secularism and 
Fascism (etc) – are by the same token ‘instead of Christ’. 

Christ: wherever suitable we use the term Messiah in preference to 
Christ. “Christ” is essentially the anglicised/Greek translation of the 
Hebrew word “Massiasch” – or Messiah. Why not transliterate 
“Massiasch” into “Messiah”? It is more natural ..... 

 
Special Note – throughout this book we use the English word Jesus 
and its Hebrew counterpart Yeshua interchangeably. More and more 
Christians are using the Lord’s Hebrew name in everyday discourse, 
so this seems entirely appropriate. Some readers may be aware that 
certain commentators (particularly the useful One New Man Bible) 
use the phonetic Y’shua in preference to Yeshua. For clarity, the two 
words are the same; the first aims for a more phonetic Hebrew sound 
when read aloud. This book uses the normative Yeshua, as this has 
wide acceptance. 
 




